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Amendments the Claims; 

This listing o: ? claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the instant 
application: 

Listinp of Claims: 

1. (Currently Amended) A method for sharing _ providing contact list 
information between participants of s a ft a agcm e nt in a chat session, comprising; 

identifying a first chat session participant maintaining a first c ontact list 
containin g contact information relating to contacts of said first chat session participant 
and identifying a second chat participant having a seco nd contact list containing contact 
information relating to contacts of said second chat participant, sa id first chat session 
participant and said second chat session participant participating within a co mmon chat 
session : 

providing the second chat session participant with access to contact 
information contained within j"fa"|1 the first contact list by a sooond chat session 
participant, odd first contact list associated with a first chat session participant and oaid 
s e cond chat suasion - participant associat e d with a second contact lis t; and 

providing the first chat session participant with access to contact 
information contained within said second contact list-b y - said first ohat - swaaion participant . 

2. (Original) The method according to claim 1, further comprising the 
steps of: 

determining whether said first contact list is modifiable by said second chat 
session participant; and 
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if said first contact list is modifiable by said second chat session participant, 
permitting th3 modification of said first contact list by said second chat session 
participant 

3. (Original) The method according to claim 2, wherein said modification 
step comprises the step of adding contact information to said first contact list 

4. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 2, further 
comprising the step of displaying an icon within a chat session interface used bv the 
second chat session participant to indicate whether said first contact list is accessible Jo 
said second chat session participant , 

5. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 4, wherein said 
displayed icon indicates whether said first contact list is modifiable, further comprising 
tho atop of altering aaid display icon to indicate that aaid first contact list ia modifiable. 

6* (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 5, further 
comprising the step of displaying an icon within a chat session interface used bv the first 
chat session participant t o indicate whether said second contact list is accessible jojaid 
first chat session participant . 

7, (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 6, wherem said 
displayed icon of claim 6 indicates whether said second contact list is modifiable, fefthef 
comprising th e s t e p of altering said display ioon to - lndicate that said second contact list 4s 
modifiabl e . 

{WF232347;!} -3- 



PAGE 5i27 + RCVD AT 5^2005 4:39:53 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] ' SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/3 * DNlS:3729306 * 0^:5616596313^ DURATION (mm-ss);08-18 



MAY-02-05 16:44 Fran:AKERMAN,SENTERFITT I EIDSON 



5616596313 



T-665 P. 06 Job-627 



Appta. No, 09/933,332 

Amdt dated May 2, 2005 

Reply to Office Action of Feb. 2/200S 

Docket No. BOC9-200 1-0007 (242) 

8. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim [[7]] I, further 

comprising ths steps of: 

permitting the selection of said displayed icon for said first contact list and said 
display e d ioon for -a aid second contact list by o third ohat session participant having a 
third oontaot list; 

eemp& .ing said selected first oontaot list and said selected Gooond oontaot list to 
said third oomnot list; and 

displacing contacts that aro unoommon to said seloctod first oontaot list, said 
selected second oontaot list and said third contact list according to results from sai d 

identifying a third chat session participant maintaining a third c ontact list 
containing contact information relating to contacts of said third chat session participant, 
said third chal session participant participating within said common chat session: and 

providing the third chat session participant with access to contact information 
contained within the first contact list and the second contact list and providing the first 
chat session participant and said second chat session participant with access to contact 
information contained within the third contact list 

9. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim [[8]]JB, further 
comprising ths [[step]] steps of: 

permit|jng the selection of said displayed icon for said first contact list and said 
displayed icon for said second contact list: 

compaiing said selected first contact list and said selected se cond contact list to 
sa id tturd con tact list; and 
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displajing to said third chat session participant contacts that are common to said 
first selected contact list, said second selected contact list, and said third contact list 
according to rssults from said comparing step. 

10. 'Original) The method according to claim 9, further comprising the 
steps of: 

permitting any of said first chat session participant, said second chat session 
participant and said third chat session participant to modify any of said first contact list, 
said second contact list and said third contact list according to results from said 
comparing step; and 

permitting any of said chat session participants associated with said contact 
list to reject said modification, 

1 1 . (Original) The method according to claim 7, wherein if said display icon 
indicates that said first contact list is not modifiable* further comprising the step of 
requesting said first chat session participant to allow said second chat session participant 
to modify said contact list 

12. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim [[7]LLL wherein if 
said display icon indicates that said second contact list is not modifiable, further 
comprising thu step of requesting said second chat session participant to allow said first 
chat session participant to modify said contact list. 

13. (Original) The method according to claim 1, further comprising fhc 
steps of: 

{WP232347;!} - 5 - 
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requesting said first chat session participant to provide access to said first 
contact list; and 

requesting said second chat session participant to provide access to said 
second contact list 

14. (Original) The method according to claim 1 , further comprising the step 
of providing a ccessibility status to selected chat session participants. 

15. (Original) The method according to claim 1, further comprising the step 
of providing accessibility status to all active chat session participants. 

1 6. (Currently Amended) A method for providing contact management to 
parties engaged in a chat communication session, the method comprising: 

identif /ing a first chat session participant maintaining a first contact list containing 
contact recorcls relating to contacts of said first chat session participa nt and identifying a 
second chat participant having a second contact list containing contact records relating to 
contacts of sa. t d second chat participant, said first chat session participant and said second 
chat session participant participating within a common chat session ; 

providing access fo r said [[a]] first contact list hoving contact records to a second 
participant to the communication sessio n, said first oontaot Hot associated with Q fir s t 
participant to the communication session, said second participant having an associat e d 
second contact list with oontaot record s ; 

identif ring similar contacts between contact records located in said first contact 
list and contacrt records located in said second contact list; and 

adding selected dissimilar contact records located in said first contact list to said 
second contact list. 

{WP232347;!} -6- 
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17. (Original) The method according to claim 16, further comprising the 
steps of: 

determining if said first contact list is modifiable by said second participant 
to the communication session; and 

if said first contact list is modifiable by said second participant, adding 
selected dissimilar contact records to said first contact list. 

18. (Original) The method according to claim 17, wherein said step of 
providing access to said first contact list further comprises the steps of: 

determining an accessibility status of said first contact list; and 
providing access to said first contact list if said accessibility status indicates 
that said second participant can access said first contact list. 

19. (Original) The method according to claim 16, further comprising the 
steps of: 

determining if said second contact list is accessible by said first participant 
to the communication session; and 

if said second contact list is accessible by said first participant, identifying 
similar contacts between contact records located in said second contact list and contact 
records locate! in said first contact list. 



20. (Original) The method according to claim 19, ftirther comprising the 
steps of: 

determining if said second contact list is modifiable by said first participant 
to the communication session; and 

(WP232347;H "7- 
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adding selected dissimilar contact records located in said second contact list 
to said first contact list. 

21. (Original) The method according to claim 16, further comprising the 
step of displaying an icon to represent whether a contact list for a participant to the 
communication session is accessible. 

22. (Original) The method according to claim 21, further comprising the 
step of modifrdng said icon to display whether said contact list for said participant to the 
communication session is modifiable. 

23. (Currently Amended) In a chat session having a plurality of 
communicating chat session participants, a contact management method comprising: 

identifying a plurality of chat session participants participatin g within a common 
chat session, each chat session participant maintaining a pa rticipant specific contact list 
containing contact records relating to contacts of said that participant: 

assembling and displaying a contact list in a GUI associated with one of the chat 
session participants * wherein said contact list includes contact records from chat session 
lists maintained chat session participants other then the one participant in which the GUI 
is displayed : 

accepting modifications to said contact list by chat session participants other then 
the one participant in which the GUI is displayed another ohat ooooion partioipant-i and 
respomivelv displaying results from said modifications withi n said GUL 

24. (Currently Amended) A method for providing contact management in 
a chat session, comprising: 

{WP232347;!} - 8 - 
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identifying a first chat session participant maintai nin g a first contact list containing 
contact record relating to contacts of said first chat session participant identifying a 
second chat participant having a second contact list containing contact records relating to 
contacts of said second chat participant and identifying a third_chat participant having a 
third contact list containing contact records relating to contacts of said third chat 
participant Sitid first chat session participant, said second chat session participant, and 
said third char session participant participating within a common chat session: 

sending a token of introduction originated by [[a]] Jhe first chat session participant 
having a first ■ contact - list, to [[a]] the second chat session participan t having a s e cond 
contact list , said token of introduction providing a recommendation for said second chat 
session participant; 

transferring said token of introduction to [[al l the third chat session participant 
who is known to said first chat session participant; and 

if said third chat session participant accepts said token of introduction, modifying 
said third contact list with contact information for said second chat session participant. 

25. (Original) The method according to claim 24, further comprising 
modifying said second contact list with information for said third chat session participant 

26. (Original) The method according to claim 25, further comprising 
discarding said token of introduction upon expiration of a specified period of time, 

27. (Original) The method according to claim 24, further comprising 
executing said transferring step upon said third chat session participant initiating a chat 
session with said second chat session participant. 

{WP232347;!} -9- 
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28. (Currently Amended) A system for providing contact management, 
comprising: 

a first contact list, said first contact list containing contact information 
relating to contacts of and maintained bv a first chat session participant assooiated with - ft 
first ohat ooooion participant ; 

a second contact list, said second contact list qoqtainin g contact information 
relating to contacts of and maintained by a second chat session participant, said second 
chat session participant engaged in a chat session with said first chat session participant; 
and 

a computing application program facilitating said chat session, said 
application program permitting said second chat session participant to modify contact 
information contained within said first contact list and permitting said first chat session 
participant to modify contact information contained within said second contact list. 

29. (Original) The system according to claim 28, further comprising a 
computer app lication server for executing said computing application program. 

30. (Original) The system according to claim 28, further comprising a first 
computing device for permitting said first contact list to be viewed by said second chat 
session participant and a second computing device permitting said second contact list to 
be viewed by said first chat session participant. 

31-35. (Withdrawn) 
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36. (Currently Amended) A machine readable storage having stored 
thereon, a computer program having a plurality of code sections, said code sections 
executable by a machine for causing the machine to perform the steps of: 

i dentifying a first chat session participant n^gi^tAiTn' ng a first contact list 
containing contact information relating to contacts of said first chat session participant 
and identifying a second chat partici pant having a second contact list containing contact 
information relating to contacts of said second chat participant sai d first chat session 
participant and said second chat session participant particip ating within a common chat 
session: 

providing the second chat session participant with access to contact 
information contained within lTall the first contact list by a s ooond chat se s sion 
participant, said first contact list associated with a first ohat aoooion partioipont and said 
second chat se ssion participant associat e d with a sooond oontaot list ; and 

providing the first chat session participant with access to contact 
information contained within said second contact lis t by oaid first chat session participant . 

37. (Original) The machine readable storage according to claim 36, further 
comprising: 

determining whether said first contact list is modifiable by said second chat 
session participant; and 

if said first contact list is modifiable by said second chat session participant, 
permitting the modification of said first contact list by said second chat session 
participant 

38. (Original) The machine readable storage according to claim 37, wherein 
said modification step comprises adding contact information to said first contact list. 

{WP232047;t} -U- 
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39. (Currently Amended) The machine readable storage according to 
claim 37, 

further comprising the step of displaying an icon within a_ chat session interface 
used by the second chat session participant t o indicate whether said first contact list is 
accessible to m4 second cfat session participant. 

40. (Currently Amended) The machine readable storage according to 
claim 39, w herein said displayed icon indicates whether said first contact list is 
modifiable, ft rthor comprising tho stop of altering said - display toon to indicat e that said 
first oontaot H i t is modifiabl e . 

41. (Currently Amended) The machine readable storage according to 
claim 40, further comprising the step of displaying an icon within a chat session interface 
used bv the first chat session participant to indicate whether said second contact list is 
accessibl e to said first chat session participant . 

42. (Currently Amended) The machine readable storage according to 
claim 41, wherein said displayed icon of claim 6 indicates whether said second contact 
list is modifiable, further oompriainp tho otop of altering said display ioon to indicat e that 
said second oontaot list is modifiable, 

43 (Currently Amended) The machine readable storage according to 
claim 42, further comprising the steps of; 
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permitting th e Golootion of soid diflployod ioon for aaid firot - oontaot - tiat and aoid 
displayed ioou for said sooond oontaot li s t by a third-ohat s e ssion participant hoving - a 
third oontoot fcet; 

comparing said s o leotod first oontoot list and caid oolootod aooond oontaot list to 
said third oontoot liot; and 

displaying contacts that ore uncommon to said oolootod first oontaot list, said 
solootod sooond oontoot list and said third oontaot list according to reaults from said 

identifinng a third chat session participant maintaining a third contact list 
containing contact information relating to contacts of sa id third chat session participant 
said third chat session participant participating within said co mmon chat session: and 
providing the third chat session partic i pant with ac cess to contact information contained 
within the first contact list and the second contact list and providing the first chat session 
participant and said second chat session particip ant with access to contact information 
contained within the third contact list; and 

displaying icons within a chat session interface used b y a third chat session 
participant to indicate whether said first chat contact list and said second contact list is 
accessible to said third chat session participant. 

44. (Currently Amended) The machine readable storage according to 
claim 43, further comprising the step of: 

permitting the selection of said displa yed icon for said first contact list and 
said displayed icon for said second contact list: 

comparing said selected first contact list and said selected second contact 

list to said third contact list: and 

IWP232M7;!) " * 3 " 



PAGE IS/27 * RCVDAT 5/2/2005 4:39:53 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/3 * DNI8:8729306 * CSID:5616596313 * DURATION (mm-ss):08-18 



MAY-OZ-05 16:47 F rom: AKERMAN , SENTERF ITT & EIDSON 



5616596313 



T-665 P. 16/27 Job-627 



Appln.No, 09/9:53^32 

Amdt. dated May 2, 2005 

Reply to Office Action of Feb. 2, 2005 

Docket No. BOC^200 1-O007 (242) 

displaying to said third chat session participant contacts that are common to 
said first selected contact list, said second selected contact list, and said third contact list 
according to results from said comparing step. 

45. (Original) The machine readable storage according to claim 44, further 
comprising th** steps of 

permitting any of said first chat session participant, said second chat session 
participant and said third chat session participant to modify any of said first contact list, 
said second contact list and said third contact list according to results from said 
comparing step; and 

permitting any of said chat session participants associated with said contact 
list to reject u id modification. 

46. (Original) The machine readable storage according to claim 42, wherein 
if said display icon indicates that said first contact list is not modifiable, further 
comprising ths step of requesting said first chat session participant to allow said second 
chat session participant to modify said contact list 

47. (Original) The machine readable storage according to claim 42, wherein 
if said display icon indicates that said second contact list is not modifiable, further 
comprising the step of requesting said second chat session participant to allow said first 
chat session p jrticipant to modify said contact list. 

48. (Original) The machine readable storage according to claim 36, further 
comprising th<? steps of: 

{Wf»232347;l} -14- 
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irequesting said first chat session participant ro provide access to said first 
contact list; arid 

i^questing said second chat session participant to provide access to said 
second contact list 

49. (Original) The machine readable storage according to claim 36, further 
comprising the step of providing accessibility status to selected chat session participants. 

50. (Original) The machine readable storage according to claim 36, further 
comprising the step of providing accessibility status to all active chat session participants. 

51. (Currently Amended) A machine readable storage having stored 
thereon, a computer program having a plurality of code sections, said code sections 
executable by a machine for causing the machine to perform the steps of: 

i dentifying a first chat session participant maintaining a first contact list 
containing contact records relating to contacts of said first chat session participant and 
identifying a second chat participant having a second contact list containi ng contact 
records relating to contacts of said second chat participant- said first chat session 
participant and said second chat session participant participating w ithin a common chat 
session; 

providing access fo r said [[a]] first contact list having oontaot recor ds to a second 
participant to the communication session, said first contact liot associated with a first 
participant to th e communication session, said oooond portioipont having on associated 
second contact list with contact r e oorda ; 

identifying similar contacts between contact records located in said first contact 
list and contact records located in said second contact list; and 

(WP232347;!) - 15 - 
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adding selected dissimilar contact records located in said first contact list to said 
second contact list 

52. (Original) The machine readable storage according to claim 51, further 
comprising the steps of: 

determining if said first contact list is modifiable by said second participant 
to the communication session; and 

if said first contact list is modifiable by said second participant, adding 
selected dissimilar contact records to said first contact list. 

53. (Original) The machine readable storage according to claim 52, wherein 
said step of providing contact list to a first participant further comprises the steps of: 

determining an accessibility status of said first contact list; and 
providing access to said first contact list if said accessibility status indicates 
that said secor d participant can access said first contact list. 

54. (Original) The machine readable storage according to claim 51, further 
comprising tht> steps of: 

determining if said second contact list is accessible by said first participant 
to the communication session; and 

if said second contact list is accessible by said first participant, identifying 
similar contacts between contact records located in said second contact list and contact 
records located in said first contact list. 

55. (Original) The machine readable storage according to claim 54, further 
comprising the steps of: 

{WM32J47;1} - 16- 
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determining if said second contact list is modifiable by said first participant 
to the communication session; and 

adding selected dissimilar contact records located in said second contact list 
to said first contact list. 

56. (Original) The machine readable storage according to claim 55, further 
comprising ftie step of displaying an icon to represent whether a contact list for a 
participant to the communication session is accessible. 

57. (Original) The machine readable storage according to claim 56, further 
comprising the step of modifying said icon to display whether said contact list for said 
participant to the communication session is modifiable. 

58. (Currently Amended) A machine readable storage having stored 
thereon, a computer program having a plurality of code sections, said code sections 
executable by a machine for causing the machine to perform the steps of: 

identif /ing a plurality of chat session participants participat ing within a common 
chat session* sach chat session participant maintaining a participant specific contact list 
containing contact records relating to contacts of said that participant: 

assembling and displaying a contact list in a GUI associated with one of the chat 
session participants , wherein said contact list includes contact records fr om chat session 
lists maintained chat session participants other then the one participant in w hich the GUI 
is displayed : find 

accepting modifications _to said contact list by chat sessio n participants other then 
the One participant in which the GUI is displayed onotbor oliat Bosaion partici p ant ; and 
responrivelv displaying results from said modifications within said GUI. 
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59. (Currently Amended) A machine readable storage having stored 
thereon, a computer program having a plurality of code sections, said code sections 
executable by a machine for causing the machine to perform the steps of: 

identifying a first chat session participant maintaining a first contact list containing 
contact records relating to contacts of said first ch^t session participant, identifying a 
second chat participant having a second contact list containing contact records relating to 
contacts of sa:id second chat participant and identifying a third chat participant having a 
third contact list containing contact records relating to contacts of said third chat 
participant, said first chat session participant said second chat session participant, and 
said third chat session participant participating within a common chat session: 

sending a token of introduction originated by [[a] ] the first chat session participant 
having a firat oontoot Hot to [[a]] the second chat session participan t having q second 
contact li s t , said token of introduction providing a recommendation for said second chat 
session partici pant; 

transferring said token of introduction to ["[a]] the third chat session participant 
who is known to said first chat session participant; and 

if said ihird chat session participant accepts said token of introduction, modifying 
said third contact list with contact information for said second chat session participant 

60. (Original) The machine readable storage according to claim 59, further 
comprising mc*difying said second contact list with information for said third chat session 
participant. 



{ W2*2347;1 } - 18 - 



PAGE 20/27 ' RCVD AT 5/2/2005 4:39:53 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/3 " DNIS:8729306 * CSID:5616596313 * DURATION (mm-ss);08-18 



MAY-OZ-05 16:48 F r om : AKERMAN , SENTERF I TT £ EIDSON 



5616596313 



T-665 P. 21/27 Job-627 



Appto.No. 09/933,332 

Amdt dated May 2, 2005 

Reply to Office .\ction of Feb. 2, 2005 

Docket No. BOC^-200 1-0007 (242) 

61. (Original) The machine readable storage according to claim 60, further 
comprising discarding said token of introduction upon expiration of a specified period of 
time. 

62. (Original) The machine readable storage according to claim 59, further 
comprising executing said transferring step upon said third chat session participant 
initiating a chat session with said second chat session participant 

63. i>Jew) The method according to claim 8, further comprising the step 

of: 

displaying icons within a chat session interface used by a third chat session 
participant to indicate whether said first chat contact list and said second contact list is 
accessible to said third chat session participant. 

64. (New) The method according to claim 63, further comprising the 
steps of: 

permitting the selection of said displayed icon for said first contact list and said 
displayed icon for said second contact list; 

comparing said selected first contact list and said selected second contact list to 
said third contact list; and 

displaying to said third chat session participant contacts that are uncommon to said 
selected first contact list, said selected second contact list and said third contact list 
according to results from said comparing step. 
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